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The Paths of Living Inheritance for the Water Margin Legends in Yuncheng, Shandong
Yujie Zhang
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Abstract:Yuncheng County is traditionally known as the home of “72 out of the 108 heroes in Water Margin,” endowing it with profound
cultural resources related to the classic tale. This paper takes the Water Margin legends in Shandong’s Yuncheng as a case study, exploring
practical path-ways for their transition from “static preservation” to “living inheritance.” By analyzing various methods such as museum
conservation, integration into education,ritual performances, and cultural-tourism fusion, the research reveals how this intangible cultural
heritage project achieves modern revitalization through creative transformation and innovative development. The findings indicate that
Yuncheng County emphasizes the pres-ervation of both textual and material forms while promoting the integration of these legends into
contemporary life, forming a dual mechanism of “combining static and dynamic approaches with internal and external linkages.” This provides
a feasible model for the safeguarding of similar intangible cultural heritage items.
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