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Bodily Narration and Spatial Staging in Tide Chart
Chang Jin

Central Academy of Drama, Beijing, China, 100710

Abstract: The Tide Chart, a theatrical production by the Central Academy of Drama, is adapted from Lin Zao’s novel of the same name. Using a
minimalist stage and the actors’ bodies as its primary means of expression, the production follows the amphibian protagonist as it drifts through
different spaces and repeatedly turns back toward its own past. Drawing on an analysis of narrative structure, character construction, and the

interaction between stage space and bodily performance, this article explores how the production translates the novel’s imagery and emotional

sensibilities into theatrical form, and reflects on its practical experiments with spatial context and character relationships.
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